
1536 Longworth Building • Washington, DC 20515 • www.house.gov/spratt

U.S. Representative

John Spratt          South Carolina # 5th District

News Release
January 29, 2002, For Immediate Release
Contact: Chuck Fant, 202-225-5501

Statement of U.S. Rep. John Spratt (D-SC)
on President Bush’s State of the Union Address

January 29, 2002

All Americans stand united with our President today in America’s war against terrorism. 
Democrats and Republicans alike are committed to pay the price to safeguard our hard-earned
freedom, and to support our gallant men and women who put themselves in harm’s way for us.

But while we are ready to pay the price, Democrats ask, “Who will foot the bill?” 

Our concern is that Republicans want to pay the price in the budget by spending money
intended for the Social Security Trust Fund.

The President speaks eloquently and correctly about the need to safeguard our national
security, and our homeland security.  But we need to hear from him about the need to safeguard
our Social Security.

The President’s budget will not be released until next Monday.  But from what we read in
statements attributed to the Administration, the total budget will remain in deficit for the balance
of the President’s term of office. And his budget will likely continue to tap the Social Security
Trust Fund surplus to finance the day-to-day operations of the federal government for the
remainder of this decade. 

Long after we defeat the terrorists, we will have to live with the consequences of this
budget.  We owe it to our parents and our children to devote our attention to their fiscal, as well as
their physical, security.  That is why we need a plan that ensures long-term fiscal responsibility,
pays down the public debt and safeguards Social Security and Medicare.
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